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pation was not the study of numismatics, it is fortunate that there are not more specimens that will not hear the light of modern methods of examination. I fear that when the series of Eoman gold coins comes under review, a few of them will have to join the ranks of " doubtful authenticity."
Mr. Macdonald has also called our attention to a find made in the Lipari Islands, including an unpublished coin of Ehegium* The most numerous in the hoard of 68 coins, are *e Horsemen of Tarentum," but there are in it 17 coins of Neapolis in Campania, as well as specimens from the mints of Yelia and Cales. The most important is that of Ehegium, apparently a silver piece of two litrae, with the head of Apollo to the left on the obverse, and the lion's head facing on the reverse. The deposit probably took place towards the beginning of the First Punic War.
A paper by Mr. Seltmann, to be subsequently mentioned, is also illustrative of the coinage of Ehegium.
Mr. Seltmann, in a paper on supposed signs of value on early coins of Himera, has suggested a new interpretation of the peculiar symbols VV, which, with numerous variations, occur on these pieces. The first mark has been regarded as the initial letter of VITPA, and the second as indicating the numeral five. The author suggests that the symbols stand for the two first letters of the word AYTPON, an expiatory offering or atonement. The suggestion is ingenious, and the reasons shown for disconnecting the symbols with five litrra Cogent; but so far as I am individually concerned, the interpretation as AVTPON does not commend itself to me, and the mystery attaching to the symbols remains unsolved. Mr. Seltmann's paper is suggestive in several other respects, and deserves to be attentively studied.
The same author has favoured us with an essay on the type known as the " Demos" on the coins of Ehegium, and has shown cause for regarding this seated figure as rather representing Aristaeus, or some local agricultural divinity, than as impersonating the inhabitants of the city. He regards the staff